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Definitions and Verifications

The definitions of the module elements and activities were categories as following in

alphabetical order:

Environment

Accessible Any built environment associated with educational facilities

Infrastructure that is accessible to all users, including those with different
types of disabilities, to enable them to reach, use and exit it.

Child A person under the age of 18.

Kindergarten (KG) A school or classes for young children aged four to six years,

the first year of formal school where the child is prepared
academically and physiologically.

needs.

Caregivers: A person who takes care of another person and looks after their basic

Awareness Sessions
for parents

Raising awareness on early childhood issues such as the
importance of education, protection, dealing with children
with disabilities, bullying, privacy, etc.

Good Parenting

Positive parenting is the ongoing relationship between a

sessions parent and a child or children that involves caring, facilitating
learning, leading, communicating, and meeting the child’s
needs consistently and unconditionally. These sessions are
held in three sessions, each lasting 45 minutes to an hour.

Parent A person who gives birth to or raises a child.

Teacher A person whose job is to facilitate the learning process and
teach children in school or kindergarten. In some cases, the
definition of a teacher may be within the caregivers because
he works with the child on his psychological, academic and
behavioral aspects.

Protection

Abuse Abuse or neglect that is harmful to a child's safety, well-being,

dignity or development, or that is likely to harm a child. Abuse
can include all forms of physical, sexual, psychological or
emotional abuse that occur: Abuse can take many forms,
including effects on physical, emotional and behavioural
development, general health, family and social relationships,
self-esteem and aspirations.




Safeguarding policy

A policy under which all persons benefiting from any service
are protected and not harmed by the organization whether
they are children or adults.

Inclusive Education

Aggressive behavior

Aggressive behavior refers to any action intended to cause
harm or destruction. This means: (1) the aggressive act is
intentional, and (2) destructive behavior is aggressive action
directed towards objects rather than people. Aggressive
behavior can either be instrumental, where the goal is to obtain
something another person has without intending to harm
them, or hostile, where the aim is to harm others. Aggression
may be physical, verbal, or symbolic. Various psychological
theories have provided explanations for aggressive behavior.

The most likely causes include genetic factors, frustration,
learning experiences, environmental factors, and a lack of
social skills. Aggressive behavior can be observed in both
individuals with disabilities and those without, but it is more
common among individuals with disabilities.

Anxiety

A state of intense, irrational fear, accompanied by discomfort,
confusion, and worry about daily life events and the future.
Anxiety involves feelings of unease, preoccupation,
anticipation of harm, and concern over suffering or an
unexpected or imminent problem. This perceived threat may
be real or imagined and triggers a range of symptoms such as
dry mouth, throat tightness, irritability, crying, fatigue, nausea,
difficulty breathing, and involuntary mood swings.

When anxiety is at a moderate, normal level, it can serve as a
motivator for behavior and performance. However, when it
exceeds the normal range, its effects become irreversible.

Attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD)

A chronic condition that affects millions of children and often
continues into adulthood. ADHD includes a range of ongoing
problems, such as difficulty sustaining attention, hyperactivity,
and impulsive behavior. (Mayo Clinic, 2023)

Autism spectrum
disorder (ASD)

A serious neurodevelopmental disorder that impairs a child's
ability to communicate and interact with others. It also involves
restricted, repetitive behaviors, interests, and activities. These
problems cause significant impairment in social, occupational,
and other areas of functioning. (Mayo Clinic, 2023)

Disability

Limited participation as a result of the interaction between the
vulnerable/disabled person and environmental and community
barriers/obstacles.




Hearing impairment

A person is said to have hearing loss if they cannot hear as well
as someone with normal hearing, meaning they have a hearing
threshold of 20 decibels or better in both ears. It can be mild,
moderate, moderately severe, severe, or profound, and can
affect one or both ears. The main causes of hearing loss
include congenital or early childhood hearing loss, chronic
middle ear infections, noise-induced hearing loss, age-related
hearing loss, and ototoxic medications that damage the inner
ear. The effects of hearing loss are wide-ranging and can be
profound. They include loss of the ability to communicate with
others, and delayed language development in children, which
can lead to social isolation, loneliness, and frustration. (WHO,
2023)

Inclusion

A process to ensure the effective and full participation of
persons with disabilities and to achieve equal opportunities
with others.

Intellectual disability

Intellectual disability means a significantly reduced ability to
understand new or complex information, as well as to learn and
apply new skills (impaired intelligence). This results in a
reduced ability to cope independently (impaired social
functioning).

Multi-Tiered System
of Supports (MTSS)

A framework for promoting the implementation of evidence-
based practices to achieve meaningful outcomes for every
child. The MTSS framework is based on a public health
approach that focuses on organizing the efforts of adults
within systems to be most effective. The MTSS helps ensure
that children benefit from supportive environments, equitable
access to education, and differentiated supports to meet their
unique needs (Washington Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, 2023).

Neurodevelopmental
disorders

Neurodevelopmental disorders are cognitive and behavioral
disorders that arise during development and involve significant
difficulties in the acquisition and performance of specific
intellectual, motor, language, or social functions.
Neurodevelopmental disorders include intellectual
development disorders, autism spectrum disorder, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, and others. (WHO, 2023)

Physical disability

A physical condition that affects a person's ability to move,
physically fit, stamina, or dexterity.

Response to
Intervention (RTI)

The Response to Intervention (RTI) uses a multi-tiered
approach to intervention delivery, provides intervention to
students who need it, collects and uses data to identify
students who move on to Tier 2, Tier 3, and special education.
It increases the use of research- and evidence-based
practices in the classroom, and aims to reduce referrals for
special education.




Shy children

Children who are easily frightened, feel insecure, avoid
familiarity and contact with others, and do not take the initiative
or volunteer. In social situations, they remain silent and do not
speak loudly, avoid eye contact with the person they are talking
to, and do not need to do anything. Shy children feel internally
uncomfortable, unstable, and tend to avoid social situations. If
they are in social situations, they show symptoms of anxiety.
Their fear of negative evaluation from others often leads to
feelings of frustration, duliness, and lack of language, thus
enhancing their feelings of difference, deficiency, and shyness.

Tantrums

Anger is evident in the loss of full control, which is observed by
shouting, muzzling, breaking things and rolling on the ground.
The severity of tantrums decreases with age during the years
of adulthood. The causes of this problem are often instinctive
reactions to frustration, aggression, or problems, especially in
the absence of more effective methods for the child. A child
who does not know how to express their feelings verbally and
how to release their anger in an acceptable way may turn to a
tantrum. Imitation also plays an important role in the learning of
a child, especially parents.

The Universal design
for Learning (UDL)

An educational framework based on research in the learning
sciences that recognizes that the way individuals learn can be
unigue. UDL consists of a set of principles driven from the
desire to offer every child an equal opportunity to learn, based
on the idea that every person has their own unique and
individual learning style. In other words, universal design means
that curriculum should be designed to accommmodate to all
kinds of learners.

Visual impairment

Vision impairment occurs when an eye condition affects the
visual system and its vision functions. Everyone, if they live
long enough, will experience at least one eye condition in their
lifetime that will require appropriate care.

Vision impairment has serious consequences for the individual
across the life course. Many of these consequences can be
mitigated by timely access to quality eye care. Eye conditions
that can cause vision impairment and blindness — such as
cataract or refractive error —are, for good reasons, the main
focus of eye care strategies; nevertheless, the importance of
eye conditions that do not typically cause vision impairment —
such as dry eye or conjunctivitis — must not be overlooked.
These conditions are frequently among the leading reasons for
presentation to eye care services

Young children with early onset irreversible severe vision
impairment can experience delayed motor, language,
emotional, social and cognitive development, with lifelong
consequences. (WHQO, 2023)




Developmental Psychology Approach

Behavior guidance

A means of helping children manage their own behavior. It is
different from traditional "behavior management” or
“discipline” which generally means that an adult “manages”
children’s behavior or uses punishment to control them.
Behavioral guidance applies to all forms of behavior, not just
behaviors that are labeled as "negative”. (OWFC, 2023)

Behavioral
Modification

It is a therapeutic approach that replaces undesirable
behaviors with more desirable behaviors using the
principles of operant conditioning. Based on systematic
behaviorism, overt behavior is modified through
consequences, including positive and negative
reinforcements to increase the desired behavior, or the
administration of positive and negative punishment and/
or extinction to decrease the problematic behavior.

Behavioral Problems

Unwanted behavior that needs to change. Itis a
pattern of hostile, aggressive, or disruptive behavior
that exceeds societal norms. Although it does not
seriously impair individual functioning, it can be a
problem.

Psychosocial activity /
PSS

Refers to “the processes and actions that promote the
overall well-being of people in their social world. It
includes the support provided by family and friends”
(INEE, 2010). Psychosocial support aims to help
individuals recover after their lives have been disrupted
by a crisis and to enhance their ability to return to
normal life after experiencing negative events.

Social Emotional
Learning

Process of acquiring the social and emotional values,
attitudes, competencies, knowledge and skills
necessary for learning, effectiveness, well-being and
success in life (UNICEF, 2015a)




Abbreviations

CHILD Child Holistic Inclusive Learning and Development

CJ Caritas Jordan

MOE Ministry of Education

HCD Higher Council for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
SEL Social Emotional Learning

IE Inclusive Education

PE Parents Engagement

Glz Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit
SDG Sustainable Development Goal

UDL Universal Design Learning

MTSS Multi-Tiered System of Supports

RTI Response to Intervention

IEP Individual Educational Plan




CHILD Approach

Background of Early Childhood Education (ECE) in Jordan

There is a broad consensus in Jordan, as well as in
the secondary literature, that early childhood
education should be an integral part of any project
that seeks to strengthen the formal education
system in Jordan. The scientific consensus is
undisputed that early childhood education plays a
fundamental role in the healthy development of the
child and as a foundation for adulthood. Skills not

learned at this age are difficult or impossible to
H I L D learn at a later stage. Early childhood education in

Jordan consists of three levels:

nursery, kindergarten for children aged 4-5 years (KG1) and kindergarten for children aged
5-6 years (KG2). The primary responsibility for kindergartens 1 and 2 lies with the Ministry
of Education, including quality assurance, licensing, supervision and monitoring of private
kindergarten 1 and 2 classes.

Demand remains high in Jordan due to the lack of public facilities for KG1, and the
insufficient and generally overcrowded classrooms for KG2. Rapid expansion is limited by
the lack of infrastructure, teacher numbers and teacher capacity. Available private
kindergartens are often expensive and represent a financial barrier to enrolment for many
families (Jordanians, Syrian refugees and other migrants). Only about 20% of children
attend KG1, and up to 65% are enrolled in KG2. The Jordanian government has committed
to making KG2 widely available by 2025 through its national policies (Education for
Prosperity: Delivering Results. A National Strategy for Human Resources Development
2016-2025). To achieve this mission, several partnerships between the Ministry of
Education and non-governmental partners have been established and launched to ensure
that kindergarten services are widely available. The strategy also emphasizes the need to
improve the quality of kindergarten services, while reaching every child..

Caritas Jordan (CJ) Educational Program focuses on providing high-quality education,
promoting integration, and offering psychological support to enhance coping skills, reduce
mental health issues, and foster social and educational inclusion. Caritas Jordan
collaborates with a network of Christian and charitable schools across Jordan.

As part of its educational program expansion, Caritas Jordan (CJ) has implemented a
project to enhance kindergarten education (KG1 and KG2) in private kindergartens during
the morning hours. This project offers a CHILD approach (Comprehensive Child Learning
and Development), focusing on three key elements: Social and Emotional Learning (SEL),
Inclusive Education (IE), and Parent Engagement (PE). The primary goal is to integrate these
components into the daily experiences of kindergartens, using a comprehensive social-
educational framework. Ultimately, this project aims to support young children in realizing
their innate potential in a safe and nurturing environment.



Pedagogic Approach of CHILD approach

The early childhood education (ECE) in CHILD approach aims to enhance the growth of
children aged 4 to 6 years. ECE interventions can improve the development of all children
and serve as a protective factor against the future impact of diseases and/or disabilities.
Disadvantaged children, especially those from low-income backgrounds, may benefit more
by closing the school readiness gaps between low-income children and their more
privileged peers. Therefore, CHILD approach addresses social and emotional
development, as well as literacy, numeracy, cognitive development, and motor skills for all
children, regardless of their gender, abilities, disabilities, backgrounds, or circumstances.
Additionally, CHILD approach places special emphasis on building trusting relationships
with families, as parents are the most important individuals in their child's life.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and Multi-Tiered Support Systems (MTSS) are
frameworks designed to support the learning needs of students. Much of UDL applies to
the interventions and strategies used in various subject areas and levels of support within
MTSS. UDL is related to teaching, while MTSS pertains to the system's structure that
ensures children's needs are met. UDL can aid the MTSS process by creating inclusive
learning environments that address the needs of all students, regardless of their learning
differences or disabilities. The principles of UDL provide a way to differentiate instruction
and create multiple pathways for students to access and engage with the curriculum.

It is a proactive design that teachers are continuously learning from and using even in their
targeted and intensive/individual interventions. It is also an iterative design that should
guide their proactive planning for level 1.

For example, if a student is unable to access the content and requires assistive technology
(AT), reviewing the instructional planning to include those considerations and tools for
assistive technology during initial teaching would be an approach to Universal Design for
Learning. Additionally, teachers who use information from interventions and support from
levels 2 and 3 to integrate successful strategies and supports into level 1 would also be
employing UDL, as it is a purposeful use of support (materials, methods, etc.) to reduce or
eliminate barriers.

This does not mean that the UDL framework cannot be applied at levels 2 and 3. In fact, it
should always be considered when planning instruction. We always want to prepare
learners to become expert learners. Knowing where they stand in relation to their goals,
setting objectives, understanding the resources or tools that help them achieve their

1 "By incorporating UDL into the design of the core curriculum, teachers can proactively address
the learning needs of a wide range of children and reduce the need for interventions and support that may
be required later (Branching Minds, 2023).



goals, and ways to stay motivated to reach that goal are significant parts of the learning
process at all three levels (State Support Team, 2023).

Kindergartens should implement a multi-tiered Response to Intervention (RTI)2 model to
effectively support struggling learners by providing specially designed services and
interventions that increase in intensity based on individual needs. This model allows
teachers to identify students who may face challenges early on and provide them with
targeted support at varying levels. For example, initial interventions may include
differentiated instruction within the classroom (level 1), while more intensive support may
involve small group sessions (level 2) or one-on-one tutoring (level 3). By using this
organized approach, Kindergarden' can ensure that all children receive the appropriate
assistance to thrive academically and socially.

2 Response to Intervention (RTI) is an educational approach designed to identify and support students
with educational and behavioral needs. It involves a tiered system of interventions, where students receive
increasing levels of support based on their response to instruction. The goal is to provide early
intervention and prevent academic failure by continuously monitoring student progress and adjusting
strategies as needed.






CHILD approach’s components,
in aligned with UDL and MTSS

Component (1): Social-Emotional Learning (SEL):

Level 1: It includes environmental organizational procedures, facilitating active
communication and movement, and developing four of the five core
competencies in social-emotional learning for all children, which are: self-
awareness, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making.

Level 2: It includes the development of the fifth competency among the five core
competencies in social-emotional learning for all children, which is self-
management.

Level 3: It involves guiding children's behavior through positive activities such as physical
activities, arts, gardening, and caring for animals, as well as referring for behavior
modification if the child does not respond to the previous behavior guidance
methods.

Component (2): Inclusive Education:

Level 1: Every child has the right to access free public education by providing supportive
and inclusive environments for all, utilizihg positive approaches to foster an
appreciation of diversity and acceptance of others (for example: social stories and
songs).

Level 2: Routine-based plans (children with disabilities learn in the general classroom
environment, with individualized plans tailored to fit the classroom routine).

Level 3: I[EPs3: (Children with disabilities may require additional intensive individualized
educational services delivered within the general classroom environment, and if
necessary, outside of it).

Component (3): Family/ Parent participation

Level 1: Engagement and involvement of all families; e.g. family support line (e.g., phone,
text messages, email, online portal).

Level 2: Families with mild concerns: Guidance and information on positive parenting.

Level 3: Higher-risk families: Ongoing home visits through a welfare team.

1) Social-emotional development
through psycho-social support (PSS)

Social-emotional learning (SEL) for kindergarten children is critical to their overall
development and well-being. It focuses on helping young learners understand and manage
their emotions, develop empathy, and build positive relationships with peers. Through
activities that promote self-awareness, self-regulation, and social skills, children learn how

3 Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is a tailored plan designed to support the educational needs
of students with disabilities. It outlines specific learning goals, accommodations, and services
customized to the student's requirements. The IEP is developed collaboratively by a team,
including teachers, parents, and specialists, and is regularly reviewed to track progress and
adjust strategies as needed. Its primary aim is to ensure that the student receives the
necessary support to succeed in their educational environment.

1



12

to cope with their feelings and interact effectively with others. Integrating SEL into the
classroom creates a supportive environment where children feel safe to express
themselves, fostering resilience and improving their ability to collaborate and
communicate. Ultimately, a strong foundation in SEL enhances their readiness for
academic success and lifelong emotional well-being.

The goal of social and emotional development through psychosocial support is to create a
stimulating environment in kindergarten for young children and to promote their physical,
mental, psychological, and social growth through a form of learning that is playful and
closely related to the children’'s daily experiences. A key focus is to foster attitudes and
behaviours that will help children better understand their immediate living conditions and
actively shape them as much as possible within their capacity.

There are five core competencies covered by Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL), namely;

Self-awareness: The ability to accurately recognize one's own emotion, thoughts, and
values and how they influence behavior. There are many interactive ways to enhance self-
awareness, such as:
« Helping children focus on and understand their individual strengths and challenges.
« Designing a list of positive affirmations to build positive confidence and self-talk.
« Implementing gratitude activities that help children recognize what they are thankful
for.

Self-management: The ability to regulate emotions, thoughts, and behaviors—managing
stress, controlling impulses, and motivating oneself. There are several interactive ways to
enhance self-management, such as:

« Daily emotion journaling,

« Coping strategies: helping children practice and use their coping strategies when

needed.

» Anger logs: helping children track their anger triggers.
Calming down: assisting children in calming down by reminding them to relax and
breathe.
Motivation: teaching children self-motivation strategies and task completion
techniques.

Social awareness: The ability to take the perspective of and empathize the others,
including those from diverse background and cultures. There are many interactive ways
that can be used to promote social awareness such as:

« Kindness challenge: to promote a positive climate.

« Conversations: to help children practice conversation skills.

» Perspective-taking: to offer lessons focused on teaching how to adopt perspectives

and develop empathy.
« Tolerance: to help students accept others who are different from them..

Responsible Decision-making: the ability to make constructive choices about personal
behavior and social interactions based on ethical standards, safety concerns, and social
norms. Several interactive ways can be used to enhance responsible decision-making,
such as:

« Highlight real social problems for children to discuss and identify solutions..

« Discuss scenarios that help students identify problems and challenges.
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Relationship skills: the ability to establish and maintain healthy and rewarding
relationships with diverse individuals and groups. Several interactive ways can be used to
enhance relationship skills, such as:
» Questions to help children get to know each other and build positive relationships.
« Explicitly teaching students how to work effectively with others in partnerships and
groups.

The CHILD approach directly supports the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) by emphasizing
the development of social and emotional skills alongside academic growth. By
incorporating SEL into its framework, the CHILD approach fosters a supportive
environment where children learn to understand their emotions, build empathy, and
develop positive relationships. This comprehensive focus not only enhances children’'s
ability to cope with challenges but also promotes inclusivity and active engagement,
allowing them to thrive socially and emotionally in their learning journeys.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) levels in the CHILD approach:

1. Level 1: Universal supports focusing on developing a shared vision for the
kindergarten environment by building positive relationships between students and
teachers and integrating social and emotional learning into academic instruction.
The use of core practices such as classroom rituals and routines helps establish
the climate and culture for social and emotional learning. Approximately 80% of
children benefit from support at this level.

2. Some students may need additional support, so this level includes
interventions that provide ongoing, targeted support for emotional skills. These
interventions give students more tools to develop their social and emotional skills.
Approximately 15% of students may need Level 2 support if the universal support
provided in Level 1 is insufficient.

3. Level 3: More intensive and personalized support tailored to the individual needs of
the student. This support can be provided through rapid positive reinforcement,
counseling, a modified schedule, or an individualized behavior plan. It can also be
delivered through smaller group work or one-on-one support. Approximately 5% of

5% = students reach this level of support.

2) Inclusive education for all children in
Early Childhood:

The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is committed to achieve
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) by 2030 to "Ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all"

MoE and Higher Council for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (HCD), supported by
various organizations including GIZ, launched the 10-Year Strategy for Inclusive Education
2021-2030. Providing early intervention programs for children with diverse needs in
kindergartens, within an inclusive environment alongside their peers, will contribute to the
development of skills and abilities of children with disabilities and help them reach their full
potential.

13
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On April 20, 2022, His Royal Highness Prince Mired bin Ra'ad bin Zeid Al-Hussein,
Chairman of the Higher Council for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and His
Excellency Prof. Wajih Owais, Minister of Education, endorsed the definition of inclusion
and diversity in education. This definition encompasses 10 groups of children most
vulnerable to exclusion from and within education.

The 10 groups of Children most Vulnerable to Exclusion from
and within Education are (listed alphabetically);

Children affected by drugs and substance abuse.

Children experiencing gender inequality.

Children from ethnic, linguistic and social minorities.

Children from low-income backgrounds.

Children suffering from neglect, abandonment and abuse, including orphans.

Children experiencing a lack of stimulation and separation (including first-generation

learners, children unsupported by their families, and those often referred to as 'gifted'

and 'talented),

7. Children with disabilities.

Institutionalized children and children without freedom of movement.

9. Out-of-school children (OSC) (i.e., children who have dropped out of school, never
attended formal education, street children, and working children).

10.Refugee, returnee, and unregistered children (i.e., children who were never registered at

birth or may be registered in another country).

o g N =

©

Caritas Jordan advocates for inclusive education to ensure that children with disabilities
have equal opportunities for education in early childhood. The CHILD approach
emphasizes raising awareness and providing information to parents and kindergarten staff
to combat discrimination and biases that may arise from cultural and traditional beliefs. By
promoting joint education for preschool children, this approach helps shift the focus from
weaknesses to strengths in children with disabilities. Collaboration between parents and
teachers highlights how these children can actively participate in family life and educational
environments. Inclusive education fosters acceptance of diversity, encourages peer
support, and increases awareness of the right to education for all children. The physical
environment should be "learning-friendly" for all children by providing visual, auditory, and
physical accessibility inside and outside the classrooms to facilitate learning for diverse
learners.

To promote inclusive education, it is essential to foster a positive attitude among
kindergarten staff and parents while ensuring early identification and assessment of
children's growth to develop individualized education plans. Building teachers' capacities is
crucial to enhance their ability to facilitate learning and effectively monitor responses to
interventions. Establishing a network with local resources allows for better coordination
and referrals when necessary. Additionally, ensuring physical access through ramps,
accessible toilets, appropriate teaching materials, and furniture is vital. Providing support
through teaching resources benefits not only regular classrooms but also particularly aids
children with disabilities, creating an inclusive environment where all students can thrive.
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Inclusive Education levels in CHILD approach

1. Level 1: Every child at this level has the right to access education; high-quality
core instruction must be provided for all students. Universal support is delivered

through curricula and practices for all students.
An intervention is considered effective if approximately_80% of students make
sufficient progress.

2. Level 2: At this level, heightened support within core education is considered,
along with enhanced services and therapies using small groups or individual
lessons for those who need additional support.4
Approximately 15% of students for whom universal support is inadequate should
benefit from this level of intervention.5

3. Level 3: At this level, intensive supporté is provided through individual services for
students who demonstrate a greater need for intervention support. Approximately
5% of students reach this level of support.”

|
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Family collaboration is an integral part of building a successful early childhood practice.
This can be achieved by developing strong, trust-based relationships between teachers
and families, helping families feel welcomed, respecting the diversity of families, and
sharing responsibilities that can enhance children's learning by providing families with the
necessary activities, interactions, and support.

Kindergarten teachers can encourage family engagement by inviting them to visit their
children's classrooms before the school year begins. They can involve families by asking
about their children's interests, favorite toys, routines, and preferences. Additionally,
teachers should invite families to share their hopes and priorities for their children, as well
as inquire about their preferred methods of communication to stay updated on their
children's progress.

4 The additional support is designated for students who have not responded to the Level 1
intervention.

5 Routine plans: At this level of support, children with disabilities are allowed to learn in a regular

classroom environment.

6 Support at Level 3 is intended for students who have not responded to the Level 2
intervention.

7 Children with disabilities may require additional educational services that go beyond regular
classrooms, which often involve intensive interventions specifically designed for individual
students. While some MTSS models include special education, they also encompass support
for those who do not qualify, such as after-school tutoring and individual reading interventions
with alternative curricula.

15
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Facilitating the transition to kindergarten can be supported by encouraging families to
bring a comfort item from home, such as a stuffed animal or a favorite blanket, displaying
pictures of each child and their families in the classroom for easy visibility, and requesting
families to send voice notes or videos that can help soothe their children. When it comes
to families of children with disabilities, kindergartens must ensure full collaboration with
other professionals working with the child.

To be well-organized in establishing family collaboration and involvement, kindergartens
should have a specific plan for engaging families throughout the year. There should be
family participation through a Parent-Teacher Committee (PTC), consisting of family
members who can encourage communication and involvement aimed at enhancing and
supporting the well-being of children and families. This committee serves as a resource
and asset to the program, allowing families to discuss issues or concerns and suggest
changes to improve family satisfaction and involvement. The committee can also address
various topics related to the schools/kindergartens involved (teacher performance,
bullying, school violence, etc.).

Although kindergartens may provide many opportunities for family engagement, some
families may not participate. Lack of participation does not mean they do not care. There
may be reasons that make their involvement difficult, including inflexible work schedules or
unique family demands and characteristics. This should be respected!

Kindergartens can encourage and support the engagement of these families in the regular
kindergarten routine by inviting family members to visit their children's classrooms at any
time and participate in various activities they prefer, such as cooking, crafting, etc.
Kindergartens can also ask families to send materials for interactive activities, such as
empty food containers or used clothing items for use in the drama corner. Additionally,
kindergartens can invite family members to be guest speakers on specific topics related to
their jobs or to share aspects of their culture. Finally, kindergartens should encourage all
families to volunteer or participate in activities throughout the year.

Levels of Family/Parent Engagement in the CHILD Approach:

1. Level 1: At this level, support is universal, providing widespread assistance
available to all families. The aim of the support is to facilitate family engagement
through options such as a family support hotline, conferences, and school-wide
surveys.

Establishing the necessary school culture and communication channels supports
behavior and learning, aiming to meet the needs of at least 80% of familiess.

2. Level 2: Support at this level includes programs and strategies for groups of
families with similar needs or interests to receive additional, deeper support or
engagement through virtual meetings, phone calls, and home visits.
Approximately 15% of families need this support strategy®.

8 If this threshold is not met, the person in charge of the kindergarten must assess and modify
their approach to improve accessibility. For example, ensuring the participation of all families in
conferences is crucial; if participation is low, leaders should identify and address underlying
issues, such as scheduling conflicts or ineffective communication

9 Families experiencing mild concerns can also benefit from support at Level 2, through deeper
support or involvement, such as guidance and positive information about parenting.



3. Level 3: Support at this level requires participation and opportunities that go
beyond Level 2 through additional resources and assistance. This represents
highly individualized and intensive opportunities that not all families will need or
want, but some families with unique needs or desires should have access to

500 = them. Approximately 5% of families will reach this level of support.

Conclusion

Implementing the CHILD (Child Holistic Inclusive Learning and
Development) approach in kindergarten is essential to creating an
inclusive educational experience that prioritizes academic, social,
and emotional growth. This framework not only focuses on social
and emotional learning but also promotes inclusive education,
ensuring that all children, regardless of their backgrounds or abilities,
receive the support they need to thrive.

Moreover, involving parents in the learning process enhances the
home-school relationship and fosters a collaborative environment
that supports children's growth. By integrating these elements, the
CHILD approach equips young learners with vital skills to manage
their emotions, build relationships, and make responsible decisions.
Ultimately, this inclusive and holistic approach lays a strong
foundation for lifelong learning and well-being, preparing children for
future challenges both inside and outside the kindergarten
environment.
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